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Mumbai, formerly known as Bombay in English, is the capital of the Indian 

state of Maharashtra. It is the most populous city in India, and the fourth 

most populous city in the world, with a total metropolitan area 

population of approximately 20 million. Mumbai lies on the west coast of 

India and has a deep and natural harbour. The seven islands that came to 

constitute Mumbai after reclamation were ceded to the Portuguese in the 

18th century and subsequently to the British East India Company. Bombay 

is a major seaport on the Arabian Sea. Economic and educational 

development characterised the city during the 19th century. It became a 

strong base for the Indian independence movement during the early 20th 

century.

Mumbai is the commercial and entertainment capital of India, it is also 

one of the world's top 10 centres of commerce in terms of global financial 

flow, It has the highest GDP of any city in South, West or Central Asia. It is 

home to important financial and the corporate headquarters of 

numerous Indian companies and multinational corporations. It houses 

some of India's premier scientific and nuclear institutes like BARC, NPCL, 

and the Department of Atomic Energy. The city also houses Bollywood. 

Mumbai attracts migrants from all over India making it a potpourri of 

many communities and cultures.

Gateway of India, Mumbai



Mumbai FOP participants and feedback

Arun Jhamkar
Vice Chancellor

Maharashtra University of Health Sciences

Power needs to be directed in such a 
way that the common man feels “comfortable. Leaders need to be moral 

and moral leadership is the one which is 
followed universally.”

Ashok Mehta
Hon. Medical Director,

Global Hospital & Research Centre, Mt Abu

We equip ourselves with muscle power, 
political power, etc. We need to bring “out the best within ourselves, the inner 

power - to love, to be humble, positive, 
peaceful and patient with everybody.”

BK Yogini
Hon. Director Administration

BSES MG Hospital

In this world of ambiguity, this was 
relevant. It is the first time power has “been discussed in its real significance. 

Through inner power we can pave the way 
to a world of divinity, beauty and purity.”

Dadi Janki
Administrative Head

Brahma Kumaris

Everyone has power. We do not need to 
beg power from God.  First we need “realization power that I have to change. 

When I change, only then this world will 
change.”

Anthony Phelips
Strategic Marketing Consultant

Healthcare and Nutrition

“
.”

This program gifts leaders a rare 
moment to reflect together on matters 
of spirit, helping them to understand 

that real positive change is possible through 
drawing on our inner power

Abhay A Vakil
Managing Director

Asian Paints

To be positive in life was the essence of 
the programme.  It was an excellent “programme which I have attended after 

a very, very long time.”

Bhawana Somaaya
Film Critic and Columnist

Power is to empower one’s self 
spiritually, emotionally and physically “only then will I  be able to absorb more 

and give more.”

Bharat Dabholkar 
Actor, Scriptwriter & Director

We met a lot of interesting people who 
have tremendous positive energy “around them.  Power is not an external 

force to use against others, but to use 
inwardly, to make your self a better person.”

Bhushan Gagrani
IAS, Secretar 

Public Health Department

I ruminated on my entire life. Power 
emerges out of self belief and “determination. It is connected to  

spirituality, which is sometimes obscure… 
you know that something exists somewhere 
which you have to realize.” Bijoy Kutti

Head of CTVS of IHI Projects
Platinum Hospitals

I understood the power within me… 
how I can unleash this power for the “benefit of mankind. These dialogues 

will help us create future leaders, and more 
importantly, help us empower ourselves.”



HN Mujawar
Chief Fire Officer, Mumbai Fire Brigade

I learnt to stay positive; stop the blame 
game, and to help each other in “cooperation otherwise we cannot 

develop our own power nor the future of 
power.  The future of power and the power 
of the future - both are necessary.”

Geoff Marlow
Director, Aligned Agility Limited

The Future of Power programme gives 
Indian leaders a unique opportunity to “dialogue with their peers about the 

qualities they must exemplify if they wish to 
play their full part in bringing about the 
return of world power to India.”

Himanshu Mehta
Director

The Vission Eye Centre

Awakening the power within is the first 
step to evolve towards world power. “Conquer your negativity and be 

positive so that the unleashed power of your 
self comes out into the open.”

Harsha Hinduja
Trustee,

Hinduja Foundation

We need to meditate, concentrate and 
focus on what we want to do. “Meditation will help us to achieve that 

target.  We cut off all that is negative and 
focus on the positive and God helps us to 
achieve success.”

J Om Prakash
Film Producer & Director

Indira Hinduja
IVF Specialist & Consultant

Gynaecologist,
Hinduja Hospital

There needs to be a continuous urge to 
learn.”“

Kishore Biyani
Chairman,

Indivion Capital Funds and Futures Capital Holdings
Managing Director 

Pantaloons and Future Ventures India

Kruti Parekh
Artistic Illusionist

We can work together and  have a 
'magical future of power presentation' “which will have everyone's future of 

power and their visions - then very clearly 
and magically we will be able to do 
everything.”

KS Raju
Chairman

Nagarjuna Group

Kavita Gupta
IAS, Addl. Director General,

Foreign Trade Ministry of Commerce & Industry

We are born with spiritual energy and 
endowed with some authority to do our “work. We are not endowed with power; 

power is only with God. We are His trustees 
and have to act as His instruments to elevate 
society.”

Power is about what is inside you, how 
you exercise that and practice it in daily “situations where you have a choice, 

how you choose to be and the outcome you 
want.”



Lata Subraidu
Rotarian

Marc Fourcade
Founder

Spring Consulting

Nanik Rupani
Chairman

Priyadarshini Academy

Nayan Patel
Executive Director

Patel Extrusion Group

PK Ravindranath
Journalist & Professor

Nizar Juma
Initiator and Host of the
Future of Power project

Pallavi Shah
Pediatrician

Former President, International Inner Wheel
Poonam Dhillon

Film, Theatre and TV Actress

Nimesh N Kampani
Chairman

JM Financial

PK Jain
Vice Chairman

Maharastra State Security Cooperation

The Future of Power brought together 
the great minds of today and we got to “know each other's ideas of power. 

Power is eternal truth, connecting with God, 
and having faith in the self. It is to come out 
of difficulties, to rise above everything and 
be good.”

It was a very intrusting pleasure to 
participate in the Future of Power “dialogue conference. It was a very 

interesting, thought-provoking and 
intelligent discussion.”

We need to go inside but it's difficult.  
It requires clarity and purity within “your thought process. As a trustee, 

connect with all creatures following ahimsa, 
non-violence. That gives you lot of   
strength.”

Power is the internal power, the inner 
strength of the inner being, which will “see you through many difficult 

situations and attain greater heights in life. 
As a bureaucrat it is also how I can use it to 
bring benefit to the people.”

Power is control - not just of others, but 
of yourself. It is soft power without “wielding authority. This is possible if 

you stick to truth.  Sharpen the intellect, 
reason with yourself all the time and do what 
you ought to do.”

We need to make sure we empower 
ourselves with our ancient wisdom so “that we can accept power; to be 

convinced, committed and dedicated to 
ourselves. Then, I think everything will fall 
into place.”

As custodians of power, the leaders of 
India need to hold this power in an “ethically responsible way in their 

respective fields.”

It was wonderful to think of all the 
different kinds of power.  I think the “best would be the mix between spiritual 

and physical power, and that is what this 
nation needs right now.”

Power is to control myself and through 
positive thoughts and feelings to “influence people in a positive way. Let 

this be the influence on people, not enforce 
it, people are then drawn towards you 
automatically.”

I need to tend to the garden of my 
willingness to accept that God is my “Father and I am the child.  I will 

remember three words: patience, courage 
and faith.”



Sanjeev Kapoor
Celebrity Chef

Khana Khazana

Shailendra Nautiyal
Executive Vice President

Times Foundation

Raj Kishore Singh
Chairman,

Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited

Rajesh Arora
Director

DY Patil Institute of Medical Sciences

Prahlad Kakkar
Founder, Genesis Film Productions

Pulin Shroff
Managing Director

Charak Pharma

RN Mukhija
Advisor to Chairman 

Larsen & Toubro

RK Gargye
Executive Director

Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd.

Ramesh Shah
Addl. Secretary General, Brahma Kumaris

Ravindranath
Site Director

Tarapur Atomic Power Station

It is not money power which attracts 
and rules the people, eventually it is “something which is non- monetary, 

related to values, good behavior, attitude, 
your spiritual power that can attract them 
and make them follow.”

Power is individual knowledge of one's 
self and feeling what your real self is. “We are powerful and peaceful.”

I believe that the power is now, to make 
the future better.  This session has “made me realize that power lies within 

and not outside.”

As I scientist I thought of thermal 
power, nuclear power, etc. Actually “inner power is the real power.  The 

moment one realizes this power, we realize 
that it is the supreme of all powers.”

Power is a heavy word. I found a new 
interpretation of power today. Power is “within; power is in unity, in harnessing 

the capabilities of each other and creating 
something meaningful.”

The most important part of power is 
responsibility. Every time you do “something or make a decision it affects 

all the people around you. They look to you 
for leadership or inspiration so that 
responsibility is tremendous.”

Love and affection give the maximum 
power because human power is the “most important power and that can be 

achieved with love and affection. That is my 
learning from this programme.”

It is said, 'power corrupts and absolute 
power corrupts absolutely'.  Power is “good. Without it no one can survive.  

We need to understand the real meaning of 
power otherwise we are influenced by the 
negative aspects.”

I need to guard the moment between 
being connected and disconnected.  I “will be true to my beliefs, to connect 

and help others to connect, to be objective 
and affirm that what I want to do is correct.”



Surya Sripada
Global Science Research Institute

USA

Shailesh Haribhakti
Chairman

BDO Consulting

Shirish Deshpande
CEO, 

Essel World

Subhash Ghai
Founder

Whistling Woods International
Indian Film Director, Producer and Screenwriter

Stephen Berkeley
Manager Organisation Development

Global Hospital and Research Centre, Mt. Abu

Sudhanshu Bhattacharya
President, Assn. of Cardiac Surgeons of India

Suresh Prabhu
Chairman

Parliamentary Forum on Environment

Surendra Somani
Vice Chairman
Kopran Group

Suresh H advani
Medical Oncologist Professor and Chief

Dept. of Medical Oncology Tata Memorial Hospital

Sudhakar Hegde
Chairman

Hotel Tunga Paradise

This is a grid where through 
conviction, courage and choice, we can “connect with the rest of the world and 

with ourselves. Dadi said ' the power is in 
now, don't wait for tomorrow' … that was  
powerful.”

Realization happened during the 
dialogue. One gentleman was moved to “tears of appreciation on reflecting that 

he had never had this opportunity to have 
this type of conversation with this caliber of 
people in his life.”

I learnt from the questions and I learnt 
from the answers too. This will do “something good for the nation and 

society. I request you to have such type of 
programmes.”

I think the power is within us - the 
spiritual power. If we have faith we can “introspect, meditate, keep it alive, 

invoke it, and all the time be in connection 
with the above. That's what is important.”

Some invisible force makes us move. 
We seek power without realizing that “the power sitting within me is the real 

power. We need a nomenclature to 
distinguish the word ‘power’ from the power 
within, the real power.”

I am now inquisitive as to how I am to 
define power tomorrow, how  to “prepare to receive power, mobilize it 

and accept it in a constructive way? Who 
would I enjoy sitting with and thinking … 
what power have you got? ”

Power is getting things done.  From 
research it has been found that it is not “the carrots or the sticks that gets things 

done but recognizing a value in somebody 
else who is part of the team and the respect 
that goes along with it.”



Mumbai was the 10th City in the very ambitious 32 Indian cities planned by the Future of Power team, inviting leaders of 
all professions to come together to explore how India will use the power that is now coming back here. 

Mumbai was to be a milestone event, and indeed it was the most ambitious and exciting to date. 50 people 
, from more than 20 professions came together - thinkers, opinion makers and people with power. At the 

prestigious JW Marriott Hotel on March 10th, these leaders sat together in small groups to mould their strengths together 
to decide on: What is power? Where is power? What is the future of power? Participants also came from the USA, UK, 

Australia, Japan and Africa to share their understanding from their various cultural perspectives and current experiences.

The dialogues are hosted by Dadi Janki, the 95 year old Head of the Brahma Kumaris and Nizar Juma, an industrialist 
from Kenya, who chairs some 50 companies including those of the Aga Khan Development Network. Stephen Berkeley, an 

Organizational Development Manager, very ably facilitated the Dialogue and guided participants into an exploration of 
their individual understanding of power.

In his opening remarks designed to set the context, Nizar Juma explained how power has shifted from one country to 
another and that any country can only be a custodian of power for a certain amount of duration. He said: “Western 
economies are now in trauma, heavily laden with debt and being downgraded; indicating a turning point in which a 

historic reversal is under way and we see power flowing back to the east, and India in particular. As and when power flows 
back, India has to awaken her spiritual heritage if she is to show the world a better way forward. Leaders need to 

demonstrate ethically responsible power in their respective fields.” 

During the feedback session and the brief interviews, participants spoke from their hearts, invigorated with a determined 
and renewed sense of purpose and inspired to introduce elevated actions into their everyday lives. 

Dadi Janki provided a very inspiring and motivating talk at the end of the session, guiding participants into adopting a 
more beneficial, successful and enriching spiritual life. ‘Business people make samples, then they do the deal. God also 

wants such children that on seeing them, many lives become elevated. I shall not become anything else, I shall only become 
simple, and by being simple, I shall become a sample.”

On Sunday, 11th March, at the Bhaidas Hall, the views and experiences of the dialogue were shared with over one 
thousand invited guests. Anthony Phelips interviewed Dr Kavita Gupta, Prahlad Kakkar and Dr Surya Sripada. This was 
followed by greetings from Br. Ramesh Shah and Santosh Didi, the Zonal Head of the Brahma Kumaris in Maharashtra 

and Goa. Many gems of experiences were then shared by Chief Guests, Dadi Janki, the Head of the Brahma Kumaris and 
Mohit Shah, the Chief Justice of Maharastra and Goa. ‘A leader gives space to the employees but a boss doesn’t. Have 

confidence and trust in your colleagues and give them space rather than doubting, dis-trusting and suspecting them. So my 
message to all of you is that power is to care and the day the Power of Love will override the Love for Power, it will be a day 

of happiness’.

Both the Dialogue and the VIP event at the Bhaidas Hall were extremely well orchestrated by the excellent management 
abilities of Yogini Bahen and her team from the Vile Parle Center.

The audience was then enthralled by a phenomenal performance of Hindi and Russian songs and Indian and Russian 
dances by 24 Russian performers, including a famous Russian rock star and a Russian Indian classical dancer.

from the State 
of Maharashtra

Mumbai • March 2012
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Invited guests to full capacity 
at the Bhaidas Hall

David John Kilowsky,
HOD - Art Department, Brahma Kumaris, Mt. Abu.

Future of Power Dialogue, 10 March 2012

Divine Light Troupe, RussiaDadi Janki & Mohit Shah (Hons. Chief Justice) (From L-R) - Anthony Phelips, Stephen Berkeley, 
Kavita Gupta, Surya Sripada, Prahlad Kakkar

Albert Asadullin, Honored Artist of Russia
Singing Hindi - Maa Tujhe Salam
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